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In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for treating a particle-shaped material, com- 
prising: a process chamber for accommodating and treating said material-^a base of 
said process chamber being composed of a series of guide plates which are placed one 
above the other in different planes and overlap one another, thereby forming slots be- 
tween said guide plates, via which slots a process air can be directed into said process 
chamber with an essentially horizontal component motion, wherein there is provided a 
an actively driven vertical-adjustment device which interacts with said guide plates, by 
means of which the vertical adjustment device a distance between all of said guide 
plates and thus a height of said slots can be variedr optionally, also during said appara- 
tus works. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical-adjustment device is 
designed in such a way that a vertical distance between said guide plates can be varied 
from zero up to a maximum distance. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical adjustment device is 
designed in such a way that said guide plates can be vibrated back and forth in a direc- 
tion of a vertical adjustability. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical adjustment device hav- 
ing at least one adjusting traverse which is connected to each of said guide plates. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical adjustment device has 
a vertical-adjustment member arranged centrally in said base. 
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6. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein said base, as viewed 
radially from outside to inside , cons i sts o f comprises annular guide plates placed one 
above the other, and said vertical-adjustment device having a central upright vertical- 
adjustment member which is connected to a radially inner end of a cross-piece which is 
pivotably linked at a radially outer end thor e of . 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical-adjustment device has 
a vertical adjustment member arranged centrally in said base, said vertical adjustment 
member being designed as a compressed-air adjusting stud. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said vertical-adjustment device is 
arranged below said base. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein said adjusting traverse has a plural- 
ity of radially extending crosspieces, selected from the group consisting of three to six 
crosspieces. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said base being composed of dif- 
ferent groups of series of guide plates placed one above the other, each group interacts 
with a vertical adjustment device. 

1 1 . (New) An apparatus for treating a particle-shaped material comprising: 
a process chamber for accommodating and treating said material; 

a base of said process chamber being composed of a series of guide plates 
which are placed one above the other in different planes and overlap one another, 
thereby forming slots between said guide plates, via which slots a process air can be 
directed into said process chamber with an essentially horizontal component motion, 
wherein an actively driven vertical-adjustment device interacts with said guide plates 
such that a height of said slots can be varied. 
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12. (New) An apparatus for treating a particle-shaped material, comprising: a proc- 
ess chamber for accommodating and treating said material; a base of said process 
chamber being composed of a series of guide plates which are placed one above the 
other in different planes and overlap one another, thereby forming slots between said 
guide plates, via which slots a process air can be directed into said process chamber 
with an essentially horizontal component motion, wherein there is provided a vertical- 
adjustment device which interacts with said guide plates, by which vertical adjustment 
device changes a distance between said guide plates and thus the height of said slots 
can be varied, wherein said vertical adjustment device comprises at least one adjusting 
traverse which is connected to each of said guide plates. 



